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Abi Ubung
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A“fgabenstellung

1. Describe Valerig J_arrett’§ views on immigration and her demand; -
sented in the official White House blog. (Comprehension ) SR
7. Analyse how she tries to convince the reader of her views. Consider
Analysis)
3. Choose one of the following tasks.
3.1 Using your know!edge about the American Dream, diSéiiss J arrett’s
claim that “America’s strength has always come from the rich diversity

and core decency” (11. 47/48) of the American people. (Evaluation:
comment)

3.2 Imagine you have just immigrated to the USA and had to wait for your
Green Card for a long time. Write a critical letter to J arrett.
(Evaluation: re-creation of text)

Text:
Valerie Jarrett: New Citizens and the American Dream

published in the official White House blog.

naturalized citizens of the United States of America.

Punkte

16

24

20

Valerie Jarrett is a Senior Advisor to President Barack Obama. Her text was first

| chterday,“at a naturalization ceremony for newly

: There were over 700 representatives from 92 countries across 6 continents who
ccame Americans. From the Philippines, to Germany, El Salvador, to Peru, to Aus-
ralia, and every other corner of the slobe. thev emhadied not inct the facs A fha

Operator
Describe

Analyse/ Examine

Discuss

Comment (on)

Bedeutung

Eine genauere Beschreibung
einer Person, einer Sache,
einer Situation erstellen

Eine detaillierte Analyse des
Textes erstellen

Argumente fir und wider einen
Sachverhalt darstellen und auf
dieser Grundlage zu einer
begrindeten
Meinungsaulterung kommen

Die eigene Meinung deutlich
zum Ausdruck bringen und mit
Begrindungen und Belegen
untermauemn

Beispiel
"Describe Job's living conditions
in London/England.”

"Analyse the impression the
narrator creates of Indian society
and how he manages to do so0."

"Discuss Iif it makes sense for
individuals to act in a more
environmentally friendly way if. "

"Comment on the statement that
equality is 'one of those polite
English fictions [...] that are like
rease on a wheel shaft'."



Lnere were over /00 representatives from 92 countries across 6 continents who

tralia, and every other corner of the globe, they embodied not just the face of the
world, but the face of America.

i Their presence is a testament to the promise of the American Dream. It’s the
3 ea? that says no matter who you are, where you came from, what your last name
> What you believe, or who you love, if'you come here, and work hard, ifi you be-

ieve i . o e s
coue ' yourself, il you embrace the spirit of limitless possibilities, then in this great
htry, you can make it if you try.

_ became Americans. From the Philippines, to Germany, El Salvador, to Peru, to Aus- u

abilit — receive a good education, have a job, the
Y to afford a home, send their kids to colle ge, health care so they don’t have [to]

2016-9

worry about going broke if they get sick, or are in an accident, and the ability o Tetire

is with a little money in their pocket. . .
Our newest Americans came here 1n pursul

ways, they are already m They’ve gone ¢,
school here, worked here, been active In our communities, served, and defendeq b

country through active military service, and : '

t of that dream. And ip g, man

When the newest Americans stood tall, and \faced our American flag, and
pledged allegiance to the country they now official[ly] call home, my eyes swelled
with tears, knowing that they were accepting both the privilege, and responsibility of
citizenship in our great country. And they reminded me of hpw precious our citizep.

25 ship is — of how much it is worth, why we should never take it for granted, and why it
is worth protecting. _ . _

Simply put, they belong here. And they remind us again of the importance of fix-
ing our immigration system, so that ESpifingeAmericans can take the pathway that
they have taken, and become full-fledged citizens.

30 That’s why President Obama has made immigration reform one of his top prior-
ities this year. Last month, the Senate passed an historic piece of legislation in an

!
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they have taken, and become full-fledged citizens.

That’s why President Obama has made immigration reform one of his top prior-
ities this year. Last month, the Senate passed an historic piece of legislation in an
overwhelming bipartisan vote. Now it’s time for the House to take action.

Immigration reform is necessary because it speaks to our values as a country - a
nation of laws, and a nation of immigrants. It’s the right thing to do because our sys-
tem is broken. And we also know that economic costs of inaction are simply too high
to delay.

If the Senate bill were passed, our economy’s GDP would grow nearly five anda
half percent more over the next two decades, resulting in massive job creation.

eWeswouldises real wages will rise, federal deficits will fall by $ 850 billion, and
our debt will shrink as a share of the economy.

PWESWOHIASER a stronger housing recovery, thanks to stronger demand and high-
er prices for homes in neighborhoods hardest hit by the recession.

Wenwouldisee foreign-born students educated in American universities stay i
our country, and create jobs.

These are real impacts that would benefit everyone. And this is our best chance
in a long time to finally get this done. W@8WeHt to our heritage, to our counn'y’_s ﬁ,"
ture, and to the next generation, to fix our broken system, today. After all, America $

strength has always come from the rich diversity, and core decency of our people- y
(598 words]

Valerie Jarrett: New Citizens and the American Dream. In: The White House Blog, July 31,201 fmj'a
URL: www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/07/31/new-citizens-and-american-dream (Zugriff: 24.08.201/

Annotations ‘

1. 31 Last month, r{xe Senate passed an historic piece of legislation: here: reference o a vote in the
Senate on an immigration reform bill

1. 32 the House: here: reference to the House of Representatives
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i youn eed to present what’rfte. author thinks about immigration to the USA
Here he demands that politicians do as a consequence. Yoy should go into

what §
d 1ail on these two aspects.

de _ . ek .
someé erica is a nation of immigrants. — \/t&ws
- ts come from all over the world.

[mmigran g e
* They are part of the country’s history.

: They are responsible for its success.
. Th ¢ new citizens are willing to take responsibility.
o Immigrants represent the American Dream. they hope for a better life and
are p,-(-pared to work hard for it.
Jarrett claims that the current immigration system needs to be improved, ~ Ofﬂm“ﬂﬂs
o The current system does not fit American values.
o The House of Representatives needs to pass the bill proposed by the Senate.
o The new legislation will lead to substantial, especially economic, improve-

ments.
In her blog published on July 31, 2013 on the White House website, Valerie Jar- "
immigrati Mo } hrodloc o

\‘\\‘\\\‘*%\Kxxx

rett presents her views on immigration after she spoke at a naturalisation ccr-
i - Immigrants have

come from all over the world and their achievements have always played a major . =
part in the country’s history. Jarrett holds the view that the success of the USA (" HL{M o, L ’/0"4&"‘
n .‘0'{/”‘ Q.&LI-:&/&M . Aa&}l’l“an,,[,{_{ ,.{e/r“'b({,—warer,@%

depends on immigration and that the prospective new citizens are also willing to
take that responsibility. According to Jarrett, immigrants embody the American
Dream in the same way as American citizens. They, too, hope for a better life

and are prepared to work hard for it.
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take that responsiblly. ACCOrding o Jarretr, IMmigrants emoody tne American
Dream in the same way as American citizens. They, too, hope for a better life
and are prepared to work hard for it.

However, the blog 1 does not ap-
propriately represent the country’s values any longer and thus needs to be im-
proved. Therefore, she asks the members of the House of Representatives to pass
the bill on immigration reform proposed by the Senate, as it would lead to sub-

stantial imﬁrovements, especially for the country’s economy‘f To her mind, it

1ts heritage. (204 words)

’2. In this task, you need to show how Jarrett tries to persuade the readers of her

Vlews on immigration and the necessity of immigration reform. In doing so, you
are asked o focus on structure, communicative strategies and stylistic devices. It
* vital that You explain the effect each of these has on the reader. Therefore, !.f
?;k?esinse to observe your own reactions to the text. To foc;cs OH'SIWCMZ;' vt;
P elpful to cliivide the text into paragraphs and eJFpIa:n their resii -
the § and _ﬁmCttons. As far as communicative strategies 80, figure o oW

duthor tries to involve and convince the readers. When it comes 10 stylistic

devices, you should focus on some especially striking examples. Name the dev;
used as well as its function in the text. EVice
~ The structure leads logically to the call for a reform of the immigratio,
the naturalisation ceremony (ll. 1-6) — reason for the demand
American Dream (Il. 7-15) — establishes common ground
new Americans render a valuable service to their country (Il. 16-) 4)
importance of a new piece of legislation (Il. 24—-32)
advantages of that new law (ll. 33-48)
— Communicative strategies are used to strengthen the sense of unity as well gs
to convince the readers of the author’s argumentation.
o claborated reference to the American Dream — shared concept (Il. 7-] 5)
® words with a positive connotation, e.g. the “promise of the Americgy
Dream” (1. 7), “limitless possibilities” (1. 10)
® possessive determiner “our” and pronoun “we” — embraces everyone

o1 T 1 ~

System,

% 5

d:) creah@«{ Lz(‘; wh% recesson
_FO/‘C: In Eip.r./. SJ'wzf,qwls T /4-«&':‘{,4./
ree i Gbp



\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ -

Dream” (1. 7), “limitless possibilities” (1. 10) '
possessive determiner “our” and pronoun “we” — embraces everyone
detailed description of personal experience at naturalisation ceremony
(ll. 21-26)
numbers to back claims of economic advantages (ll. 37-40)
direct appeal to the readers and to their patriotism (ll. 46/47) —> Sc(«wjf,% a l_g‘ wiyh - ,4-,.,1 PN
— The author uses stylistic devices to underline important aspects.

e enumeration of countries of origin (Il. 4/5) and generalisation ( “every oth-

er corner of the globe”, l. 5) — the USA is a country of immigrants
elaboration on what the American Dream means (ll. 7-15) and generalisa-
tion (“All Americans”, l. 12)
emphasis on how immigrants have already contributed to the couniry
(I1. 17—20) and line of three “stronger, safer, and better” (Il. 19/20)
metaphor: “the fabric of our great country” (l. 17) — individuals are part
of a greater whole

anaphora: points out advantages of a reform of the legislation ( 1. 39-44)

In her blog, Jarrett aims to convince the reader of her positive view on immigrd-
tion and of the need to improve the existing system: In order to do s

: TOF}C, Seutence

The blog’s structure suggests that Jarrett’s conclusions are inevitable- She sl[a:; '4 S""f‘?r#
by describing the reason for her blog post, namely her experience at naturd f‘m.

tion ceremony (cf. 1. 1-6). As both new and old citizens share the same dre:e“.

she establishes a common ground between her readers and the pl'OSPecm’leead‘-

Americans (cf. 1. 7-15). Next, she emphasises that the new citizens have @ rac.sé

rendered valuable services to their country and are therefore an impiormrnde;j "

to the USA (cf. 11. 16—24)./As a result, she concludes that a new law 1 nef_na”y.

allow immigration to remain successful in the future (cf. 1. 24-32) and I ;
she cites many advantages of such a new law (cf. 11. 33-48). ) sens R . -C»u

The communicative strategies employed are meant to emphasise B o and "fbf t
unity. This aim is achieved mainly by using the possessive determiner oi ng ©

the pronoun “we” repeatedly (cf. 11. 16/17, 24/25, 39—44) and by referrinz

vely 10 the American Dream (cf. 11. 7-15), which is

. - a traditional American
upposedly shared by “[a]ll Americans” (1. 12). Thi .
coﬂczrtg:rg;gd by the use of words with a pos B O i

e itive connotation, for j
fﬂ:l; she mentions the “promise (1. 7) of the dre s posibi.
whe

am and its “limitless Sibi
: S possibil-
shett L. 10). (Furtherimore, Jarrett also appeals directly to the readers’ pocmn.
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¢ Striqention}; the “promise” (I. 7) of thepdr;:;eaiznggtgﬂ;q’lfm S
o 1. 10). Furthermore, Jarrett also appeals directly to .the - ess’pOSSlbll-
ities. ir country and its future b i readers’ respon-
pility for their cou u:y Yy saying that they “owe it to [their] heri
si (o [their] country’s future, and to the next generation, to fix lthe; ir] herit-
:gse[‘em“ (1L 46,’47)_.Thus,_ Sll:c also ap]_Jeals to the readers’ p:atriotism. cirl broken
Another pa.ragrﬂph in “fhlc Jarrett tne§ to mvo}vc the readers directly is the de-
«cription of her experiences and feelings during the naturalisation ceremony
(. 21-26). By rendering the events in almost cinematic detail, she appeals to the
readers’ emotions anc_i n}akes the at;stract process of naturalisation more perso-
nal. Rather the opposite is true for lines 37 to 40, in which statistical evidence is
siven to persuade the readers of Jarrett’s accurate research and therefore the
authority of her claims. ©_ - -
{0 stress her view In lines 4 and 5, she lists the new citizens’ countries of origin
{0 emphasise that the USA truly is a country of immigrants. She even goes as far
a5 stating that the immigrants come from “every other corner of the globe” (1. 5),
a generalisation to make the factual evidence seem even more impressive and in-
clusive. A___g_ggp!g___qfxl_iyg_s_lggqr% she uses several enumerations to highlight what
the core idea of the American Dream is (cf. 11. 7-15) and once more generalises
its applicability to “[a]ll Americans” (1. 12). In lines 17 to 20, she lists all the
ways in which the new citizens have already contributed to their country and
concludes that impressive enumeration with the line of three “stronger, safer, and
better” (IL. 19/20). She also employs a metaphor to insist on her view that these
immigrants have become a part of the USA when she claims that “they are al-
ready woven into the fabric of our great country” (I. 17). This accentuates again
the sense of unity Jarrett wants to establish.
Another stylistic device employed is the anaphora, which puts emphasis on the
advantages of a new piece of legislation. In three subsequent sentences, which
all start with the words “[w]e would see” (Il. 39—44), Jarrett describes the posi-

tive effects connected to that law.

(687 words)

/ 31 ' ; .
/- Here you are given a quote from Jarreit’s blog, which you need to discuss taking

i . rt Wffh,
/ enlo account your background knowledge of the American Dream'. To gcomm-
4 OPlain the auote in meove dotail and then find arguments supporting @

ond nm tho
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z:cu'ng Jarrett’s claim. Finally, you neea; to come to a conclusion pased it =~

r » . n-

b 8uments you have presented. Depending on your per sonal view and ;heT;;e
Usion you come to, decide which arguments you want to mention first.

supporting your personal view should come second.
_ Jarrett believes that America’s strength is based on ...

e acommon dream and shared values, o

e unity despite diversity (“rich diversity” = diversity as an asset).
_ Possible arguments supporting that view:

e The American Dream is a concept shared by most Americans.

e Inherent in this dream are certain common values, e. g. liberty, self-rej;.
ance.

o Many people call themselves Americans and feel American despite their
different origins. — reference 10 the melting pot; “e pluribus unum”
(phrase on the Seal of the USA)

— Possible counterarguments:

e The situation of illegal immigrants is often terrible.

e The social divide between rich and poor is alarming.

e Racial problems and police brutality are still existent.

In her blog, Jarrett claims that “America’s strength has always come from the
rich diversity, and core decency” (I1. 47/48) of the American people. This quote
refers to the cultural diversity of the country, which she perceives as a chance.
She also hints at the values that many Americans share and which are embedded
in their common dream. Thus, she only focuses on the positive aspects of immi-
gration and the American Dream without taking into account problems con-
nected to immigration, e. g. inequality, that still exist. Thereforcumi

nm_mmmrmganwdmummnmmmameptshmbym‘
Americans. Politicians often refer to it in addresses to the nation. Inherent in this
dream are certain values and beliefs, for instance that freedom, equality and 0p-
~ portunity are available to all Americans if they work hard to achieve their aims.
) ﬂ(gp Real success stories from individual people who manage to make their wayte The
Amold Schwarzenegger is just one famous example.
On the Seal of the United States, there is the Latin phrase “e pluribus unum’-
which means “out of many one”. This goes to prove that thesconviction et
America is a melting pot in which people from different origins are forged i

T;‘oic gﬂ/vldlﬁa( e
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" On the Seal of the United States, there is the Latin phrase “e pluribus unu™ -
int@

which means “out of many one”. This goes to prove that thesconviction
America is a melting pot in which people from different origins are forzed I
one nation is deeply engraved in the nation’s consciousness. The daily pledge N "
allegiance, which students make at the beginning of their school day. is anothe
reminder of that unity and every American’s responsibility to their country- Jll
However, there are also important counterarguments to be considered. DeSPI
the positive examples of immigrants succeeding in the USA, theref® P
even more stories of failure. [For example, the situation of illegal imm! gﬁl.ﬂ“:i‘ !
often deplorable. On the one hand, illegal immigrants are used or even abus

: : » OII“"E
cheap workers on farms and thus support the American economy, O e
hand, they are often made scapego

To my mind, the:mosteruciaj argument contradicting Jarrett is racial 1N fartih
which is still a real problem in the USA. Even 50 years after the death of ¥

2016-14

Luther King, Blacks and Whites are not alwa

they officially have equal .rights. there is evidence to suggest that police brutali
is directed more ofte_n against Blacks and Hispanics than against \Shites e
After carefully considering the pros and cong : 3

yist enge. Obviously, the USA profits greatly
from immigrants. Th‘e country _has certainly come a long way from slavery but it
has not achieved social and racial equality yet. (450 words)

s treated equally and even though

3.2 For the assignment you need to write a formal letter to Valerie Jarrett in which
vou criticise her view. To do so, you are asked to take on the role of an immi-
grant who has just moved to the USA after having waited for a Green Card fora
long time. That means you need to invent a fictional character whose point of
view you have to stick to during the entire letter. Considering these requirements
the task of being critical of Jarrett presents quite a difficult challenge as she ac-
tually welcomes naturalisation and you as a Green Card holder would probably
agree with her. However, you will have to try to find aspects in which you think
that not enough has been done yet and where you still feel insecure and misrep-
resented.

— Take into consideration your addressee and the text form.
e Stick to the conventions for writing a formal letter (“Dear Mrs Jarrett”,
“Yours sincerely”).

ats for problems like unemplﬂym_cm[ iy

Yro R
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— Take into consideration your addressee and the text form.

o Stick to the conventions for writing a formal letter (“Dear Mrs Jarrett”,
“Yours sincerely” ).

Use formal language.
Start the letter by presenting personal reasons for writing this letter.

Make reference to what Jarrett writes in her blog.

Finish the letter by coming to a conclusion or appealing to Jarrett or the
US government.

Invent a fictional character.

* name

® maybe job

* motivation for immigration

Criticise Jarrett’s optimistic view and support your criticism by referring to
your personal experience, e. g. ...

o difficulties in obtaining the Green Card (long duration of the procedure),

* problems you face in the USA (e. g. your status as a Green Card holder,

economic situation, insecurities about the future).

Sch
8 Wa
17 Mﬂpl'e Lar[
San Fl'au “dle
CA ggy 2
10
Valerie Jarrett '
Senior White House Adwseer
c/o 1600 Pennsylvania Ave,
Washington, DC 20500
5 AUgust, 2013

Dear Mrs Jarrett,

A wrman

. hlao ahout new citizens and the American Drearn ...



. = *aupuN, 2013
Dear Mrs Jarrett,

After having read your blog about new citizens and the American Dregy, o

lished on the website of the White House, | f§1t compelled to write to y, &
present a different perspective. My name is Denise Schwartz and T immigrateg
the USA at the age of 34. Before that T had Vlsltgd the country many imes 55 ,
tourist and came to love its nature and people. Being a trained hotel managemep
assistant, I had hoped to open my OWh little hotel in California. I would love ¢,
be self-employed and provide jobs for others. However, as I soon realised, plang
and dreams are often not compatible with the harsh realities of the USA’s legal
system, despite it allegedly being the country of unlimited opportunities open to
everyone who is willing to work hard.
From my decision to immigrate to my actual arrival in the USA, it took nine
years because I had to wait for my Green Card for eight years. Eight years of liv-
ing with doubts and insecurity is simply too long, and only because I do not be-
long to one of the favoured groups of immigrants. Is that what equality and the
American Dream are about? Nonetheless, that was only the beginning as after
my arrival in the USA, conditions did not improve for me.
I totally agree with you that many immigrants are willing to take on responsibil-
ity, but that is not made easy for people like me. I had saved quite a lot of money
to start a new life in the USA, but as it took me some time to find an appropriate
job, my savings were severely reduced. Now it is almost impossible to get 2
bank loan because no one knows if my Green Card will be renewed so that my
status is not very attractive to banks. Therefore, when I read your account of the
naturalisation ceremony, I was close to tears as well, but for a very different rea-
son: I have almost given up hope of becoming a naturalised citizen.
Believe me, I know that I should consider myself rather lucky because ] did get
gﬁeﬁ?;dcgﬁtif;rd E::lli and I am now a legal resident in the USA. lﬁi:z
it i at many hotels also employ 1l]ctgal immigrants wre b
ways worried that th n_‘;me., They work very hard for little money and &
Therefore, I absol o 1 A
E——” l;e ﬁng Ulizg ilgrec with you thz}l the immigration system in the tc{SdJO
have jobs to supp.ort thp ; ?Mh? afc law abiding and willing to work hard anc =
; : emselves should be allowed to legally stay in the countty
far more easily. At the moment. pec - — e in the
USA. To my mind, this does nt, people like me are second-class citizens 1 .
» this does not reflect the American Dream or Americal valt
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jI, As you have f:orrectly written, the economy will profit a great deal f

at all. of immigration law, but it is us, the middle class, who mak al from a
f(irg; e populflﬁm} and~ t!mt\ should. not be forgotten. Me and many other im-
migrants arc hoping for a 1CL}11-L‘11311%?.-311 lhe system, a change from our status as
Green Card hold§r s to natuﬁralltff, citizens, and we have been waiting for years
and years: EVED KL I €OSGS l‘?ttf'.’ you and other bloggers and journalists should
ep raiSing Y our voices and,leh.lse to F)e satisfied with what has been achieved
<o far. The American Dream 18 still far from being accessible to everyone.

re € up a large

Yours sincerely,
Denise Schwartz (592 words)




